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Lat. and 67° 16.8 W. long (Cutler,
Maine). This set-aside shall be avail-
able for harvest by fixed gear within
the specified area until November 1 of
each fishing year. Any portion of this
allocation that has not been utilized by
November 1 shall be restored to the
TAC allocation for Area 1A.

(h) If NMFS determines that the New
Brunswick weir fishery landed less
than 9,000 mt through October 15,
NMFS will allocate an additional 3,000
mt to the Area 1A TAC in November.
NMFS will notify the Council of this
adjustment and publish the adjustment
in the FEDERAL REGISTER.

[72 FR 11277, Mar. 12, 2007, as amended at 75
FR 48879, Aug. 12, 2010]

§648.202 Season and area restrictions.

(a) Purse Seine/Fixed Gear Only Area.
Vessels fishing for Atlantic herring
may not use, deploy, or fish with
midwater trawl gear in Area 1A from
June 1 September 30 of each fishing
yvear. A limited access herring vessel
with midwater trawl gear on board
may transit Area 1A from June 1-Sep-
tember 30, provided such midwater
trawl gear is stowed pursuant to
§648.23(b). Vessels may use any author-
ized gear type to harvest herring in
Area 1A from October 1 - May 31.

(b) [Reserved]

§648.203 Gear restrictions.

(a) Midwater trawl gear may only be
used by a vessel issued a valid herring
permit in the GOM/GB Exemption Area
as defined in §648.80(a)(17), and in the
Nantucket Lightship Area as described
in §648.81(c)(1), provided it complies
with the midwater trawl gear exemp-
tion requirements specified under the
NE multispecies regulations at
§648.80(d), including issuance of a Let-
ter of Authorization.

(b) Purse seine gear may only be used
by a vessel issued a valid herring per-
mit in the GOM/GB Exemption Area as
defined in §648.80(a)(17), provided it
complies with the purse seine exemp-
tion requirements specified under the
NE multispecies requirements at
§648.80(e), including issuance of a Let-
ter of Authorization.

§648.204

§648.204 Possession restrictions.

(a) A vessel must be issued a valid
limited access herring permit to fish
for, possess, or land more than 6,600 1b
(3 mt) of Atlantic herring from or in
the EEZ from any herring management
area, provided that the area has not
been closed due to the attainment of 95
percent of the TAC allocated to the
area, as specified in §648.201.

(1) A vessel issued an All Areas Lim-
ited Access Herring Permit is author-
ized to fish for, possess, or land Atlan-
tic herring with no possession restric-
tion from any of the herring manage-
ment areas defined in §648.200(f), pro-
vided that the area has not been closed
due to the attainment of 95 percent of
the TAC allocated to the area, as speci-
fied in §648.201.

(2) A vessel issued only an Areas 2
and 3 Limited Access Herring Permit is
authorized to fish for, possess, or land
Atlantic herring with no possession re-
striction only from Area 2 or Area 3 as
defined in §648.200(f), provided that the
area has not been closed due to the at-
tainment of 95 percent of the TAC allo-
cated to the area, as specified in
§648.201. Such a vessel may fish in Area
1 only if issued an open access herring
permit or a Limited Access Incidental
Catch Herring Permit, and only as au-
thorized by the respective permit.

(3) A vessel issued a Limited Access
Incidental Catch Herring Permit is au-
thorized to fish for, possess, or land up
to 55,000 1b (26 mt) of Atlantic herring
in any calendar day, from any manage-
ment area defined in §648.200(f), pro-
vided that the area has not been closed
due to the attainment of 95 percent of
the TAC allocated to the area.

(4) A vessel issued an open access her-
ring permit may not fish for, possess,
or land more than 6,600 1b (3 mt) of At-
lantic herring from any herring man-
agement area per trip and/or per cal-
endar day, provided that the area has
not been closed due to the attainment
of 95 percent of the TAC allocated to
the area, as specified in §648.201.

(5) A vessel issued a herring permit
may possess herring roe provided that
the carcasses of the herring from which
it came are not discarded at sea.

(b) Both vessels involved in a pair
trawl operation must be issued valid
herring permits to fish for, possess, or
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